. S’Or@pﬂmwf Club '
donales car, gzﬁs._
i thef,r adoptee

By BRANBGN MESSICK -
T AY'S NEWS- HERALD

"Havasu" City’s
3 apuxmst Club_ takes iis
ngme from the Latin words,
“Soros,” which means
sistef aﬂd “Optirmus,”
“which means “best” They
don't liké to brag, but to
“one Havasu woman, the'
Y ptimists proved them-
selves to be great sisters. - =
.- --Mary Demico arrived at
-Cququegt Boats, -at 648 N.
.. lake Havasu Ave, expect-

_ing little more than a vis t'
with friends: The “sisters”
greeied Demico, some of
o i‘h m wearing “Santa” caps ;

fone with ap]easant surprise
tore, The Soroptimists
© have worked with 20-year-
 old Demico since July, and
imithat time, Demico has
etoseethem asafamily -
oy than any she'd ever
- had. On Wednesday, the
S@mptamlsts met her with
gifts in hand - including the -
kﬁ?s-mzo{}fﬂ‘oyotahvalon £
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in: Tunsan when. ‘she was : :
12 years old, and remem- : Brandon Messick / Today's Newsrr-lerald
bem sleeping in cheap hotel Mary Demice (ieft), a former Ar!zona_ foster child, raises the keys to her new 2006 Toyota
mns surrounded by an Avalon, given to her Wednesday by the Lake Havasu City Soroptlmist Club. The club fook it
' upon themselves to mentor Demico earlier this year. Aiso p:ctured is Sorophmlst Club i mem-
S_ee _C:LI_JB, Page& bers Theresa Zadra {mlddle) and Candy Adragna. ,
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atmosphere of poverty :
. and drugaddiction until
~the day she was se:zed}
- from her parents’ cus-
; -mdy by Arizona’s Child
Protectzve Servlces

. Demico spent six
: years as one of almost

" Arizona. She rebelled, -
she says, and some-
times. attempted to run
- away. Two years ago,
Demico dged out” of
- the foster care system.
* and moved to Havasu
~to “escapé “what ‘- she
7 called “bad habits, and--
~bad people.”
v “Twasin amugh sit-
“ uation,” she said: “But
. from where I was then,
: _.':and-'wi_iere I ‘am now,
-Ima cbmpletely differ- -
- ent person.” ' .
£ Accm—dxng to
Soroptimist: commit-
tee member Candy
| - Adragna, “the  club -
- the Arizona’s Children
_ Association, and chose
-to “adopt” her. The
eh:hs members have '

Soroptimist
-member Candy Adragna,
the  Soroptimists - have
- already donated a laptop :
computer and a print-
er to help with Demico’s |
courseworl. Demico
onlythe firstyoung woman
the club has helped this
way, Adragna says, but she
~won't be the last. Theclub

each offered guidance,
“support and encourage-
‘ment to Demico. Since.
then, Demico has gained -
~her GED, and enrolled
at  Mohave Conurmmty,
College for its 2017 sprmg
_Vsemester :
18,000 foster children in

“(The Soroptimists) are

my family,” Demico said,

“It’s like having a bunch of

-aunts, sisters, moms.. 1ts_

amazing. I feel loved. I feel
like T belong somewhere
According “to

intends to “adopt” other

_ former foster chﬂdxen in:
‘thefunme. & ©
‘learned of Dezmco from -

““1 have no doubt she

would have succeeded on
‘her own,” Adragna said.
“But she’s part of our fam-
:-ily now. She could have

committee

s

- done ii on her own, but
“she needed sgmeone
there to be joyful for her,
“to pat her on the back

and be proud of her.

‘She’s vivacious, intelli-

gent, hardworking and
dependable. Mary has

‘already said she wanis

to help mentor the next

girl we adopt.”

Demico intends to
help in mentoring the

'._next ‘young woman.
“adopted” -

by the
Soroptimist Club as she

_pursues an associate

degree in administra-

“tion of justice at Mohave
. Community  College,
starting January 2017.

Demico

intends . to
pursue a full degree in -
criminal ‘justice afier
her graduatiun i

Demice’s new car
was dondted by the

family . of Soroptimist
. member Mary Ellen
“Sanders, who died ear-

lier this month. Repairs

‘to the car were donated:

by Don’t _Auto-Bady of

Havasu



